
RECEPTION CLASS 
SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

During the month of September our theme was Chile and its very contrasting, 
beautiful scenery, musical diversity and indigenous people.  

ENGLISH 

This month in English we learnt about Chile and the Aymara people who live 
in the north of Chile near Arica, Antofagasta and Iquique. We learnt about 
their way of life, traditions and culture.  We have worked on the letter 
sounds and names of letter V, W, X and Y.  We made posters of each letter 
sticking pictures of items that begin with each of the letters.  We have 
written about Chilean fauna.   

We have played jolly phonics sound and word lotto to improve our letter and 
word recognition.  We are practicing reading our sight words from the sight 
word list.   

MATHS   

In Maths we have continued to develop our confidence in addition and 
subtraction skills up to 10.  We have also learnt about capacity - empty, half 
full and full, filling up cups and containers with unifix cubes, multilink cubes 
and small toys.  We have also worked on positions under, above, over, next 
to, behind, in front of, on top of.  We have been introduced to odd and even 
numbers too. We are practicing our number formation from 0 to 10.  We 
have learnt about symmetry and used mirrors to see the other half of the 
missing shapes.  3D shapes such as cone, cylinder, sphere, cuboid and cube 
have been identified and explored in and outside the classroom.   

 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

In Science we have explored different types of stones and minerals found 
naturally in Chile such as lapislazuli, copper and granite.  Using magnifying 



glasses we have looked at their colours, composition and uses.  We have 
noted that lapislazuli, copper and granite are used to make many ornaments 
and jewellery. 

We have learnt names of some of the Chilean animals that are endangered 
species such as the huemul, condor bird, darwin frog, puma, vizcacha, colo 
colo cat and emperor penguin. We have learnt which part of the country they 
can be found.   

In geography the reception class noted the difference in climate from the far 
north to the extreme south.  We coloured in a map according to the differing 
climate.  Red, orange and yellow colours were used for hotter weather and 
green, blue and purple used for colder weather.  We learnt the names of the 
neighbouring countries such as Peru, Bolivia and Argentina.   

MUSIC 

In class we have listened and danced to music from La Tirana Festival from 
the northern region and worn La Tirana masks made by ourselves.  We also 
listened and danced to the national dance which is the Cueca from the 
central region and Mapuche music from the Araucaria southern region.   

ART 

In art we made a windmill for the letter W, a box for the letter X, a yak for the 
letter Y and zoo animals for the letter Z.  We coloured and made a Chilean 
crest jigsaw puzzle depicting the huemul, the condor bird and also a Chilean 
flag.  We made and sewed an Aymara handbag using wool and felt tip marker 
pens.  We decorated cactus plants by rolling green tissue paper into small 
balls and sticking them onto white card.   

We thoroughly enjoyed investigating Chile and next month we look forward 
to learning about insect, plants, countries, cultures and Halloween.   

 

Sandra Mitchell 

Reception Homeroom Teacher   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


